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Summary description of tape contents: 
 

Dick Ristow interviews Art Sonnenberg on experiences as a sturgeon fisher and 
decoy maker. Born in 1916, Sonnenberg tells of using horse and sleigh for fishing. He 
tells poaching stories, talks of his involvement with Sturgeon for Tomorrow, and of his 
craft as a decoy maker. 
 
Brief Tape Index 
 

Time Topic 

00:00 Ristow introduces Sonnenberg as maker of decoys and spears. 

00:32 Sonnenberg’s family background and ethnicity. 

01:29 Sonnenberg’s and friends’ biggest catches. 

04:20 Types of spears used. 

06:45 Caught seven sturgeon in one day. 

10:45 Corn cob decoys. 

11:36 Chum to attract sturgeon. 

13:18 His friend caught the same sturgeon twice. 

14:27 Poaching stories. 

15:43 Sturgeon for Tomorrow. 

20:03 Preparing Sturgeon. 

21:18 Making decoys. 

23:37 Camaraderie of fishing. 

26:22 Advice for new fishers. 

27:50 End of interview. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


